Effects of Aspiculuris tetraptera dn Syphacia obvelata on exploratory behavior of an inbred mouse strain.
Sixty C57BL/6 male mice were treated with an anthelmintic for 2 weeks to free them of pinworms. They were then divided into six groups. Two groups were infected with Aspiculuris tetraptera, two groups with Syphacia obvelata, and two groups were left uninfected as controls. At intervals of 2 and 4 weeks after infection, the mice were tested for exploratory activity in a barriered field apparatus. Following the second test, each mouse was necropsied to determine presence of nematodes and to estimate worm burdens. Statistical analysis showed significant depression of exploratory activity in mice harboring S obvelata. No significant depression was found in those harboring A tetraptera.